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P HE FA OR 



This edition of tbe Antigone is based upoo Gustav W 
second edition, Leipzig, 1873. 

Ia most cases where the iczt varies from his, the readings of 
the Laurentiao Ms. (T.) hare been Adopted io preference to those 
of inferior M*s< or to conjectures of Wolff and other editors, 
'flic reasons for these changes are given in the Appendix, which 
it is hoped furnishes sufficient material for an intelligent apprecia- 
tion of Uto most important problems in tbc textual criticism of the 
play. For the purpose of facilitating comparison, the rejected 
readings of Wolff are placed at the foot of the text. Through 
lack of such an aid oa the Facsimile of the Latirentian Codes, 
now in course of preparation, it has bcou necessary to Ukt tbe 
variants of the Mas. at second or third hand, chiefly from 
cditiou of Campbell. 

Tbc Commentary lias been adapted to the needs of that axge 
number of students who begin their study of Greek tragedy 
this play. 

Tbe lyric parts have been arranged on tbe basis of the rhyth- 
mical scheme which has been borrowed from Schmidt's Rhythmic 
and Metric, translated by Professor Jobn Williams White. 

Material has been taken freely from the editions of Belle rm ami, 
Campbell, Nauck, Wcckleio, aod TMndorf. 

The editor Ultcs pleasure in expressing bis grateful obliga 
lo Ids colleague, Professor FJigba Jones, for the use of cr 
apparatus ; aod to his pupil, Mr. Walter Miller, A.M., for gener- 
ous service id verifviog references. 

M. L. D'OOGIS. 

Auguit, ISM. 
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TO Tim SECON'D EDITION. 



T* preparing this edition the eilitor has had the beriefi , of corrections 
nml suggestions made by several of bin reviewers, and n at least one 
case before the review has appeared in print. Grateful acknowledg- 
ments art especially due to Professors Goodwin, J. I!. Wright, and 

F. li. Tarlwll. 

m ;.. l. .:.:,(,[; 

UHtrrOMTt or Hiteioim, 
April. 15» 
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I. 



1TTTR0DTTCT10N. 



Oei>iru$ and looisU, king :uitl queen of Thebe*. left a family 
of four children, Jttcoclcs, Polyniccs, (Voticjone, aud Ismcnc. 
Tke sons succeeded Uicir father in tlic government of Thebes, each 
to rule a year alternately with tbo other Antigone Ikcaiuq the 
betrothed of llacmon, the son of Kmydic; ami of Creoo, who was 
the brother of Iocasta. Itctwccn Kt<oclcs and rolynices a 
strife arose (ill) concerning the succession to the throne. Poly- 
nices tied for protection and aid to At rastus, king of Argos, 
married his daughter Argia, ami matt-lit d with a numerous and 
brilliantly equipped (120, 130) host against his native city, in 
order that he might talte revenge by laying it waste with Ore aud 
sword (285). 

Id view of tins impending peril, Crcoa had sought couuscl from 
the venerable seer Tircsias (993-95), wIk had declared that Ares 
was wroth with Thcbc* because, at tb<! founding of the city, 
Cadmus had slain the serpent thnt guaidcd the Ares fountain. 
Cadmus had sown the laud with tlw supeut's teeth, and from 
these had sprung the first iuhabitauts. A scion of this stock 
was desired by the god as a propitiatory sacrifice. As such an 
offering, Megatons, the son of Croon (hoc on 991). threw himself 
down from the ramparts of the citadel iuto the adjacent den of 
the dragon (o^aov* *c .p«\a/i/fo0if SpdnwtK, K»v. Phoeii. 1010). 
Kncouragcd by this sacrifice, the Tbebms began tlie defenco of 
the fortified city. Before each of the seen gates stood a hostile 
lender with his troops (141). Capaneus especially vaunted him- 
self with insolent boasts ( 1 .10, 13G) ; and, as be was mounting 
the ramparts with flaming torch in hand, Zeus struck him down 
with a thunderbolt (131). The Ito&lilc brothers fell upon each 
other, aud both perished in this nnnatuiUl conflict (146). Thus 



inatuip 
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j..t nod the 
With flic dawn of 



4 INTRODUCTION. 

the Algive* tailed in securing the object of their expedition. 
That which crippled tliG assault of tlw besiegers roused die courage 
of the besieged ; the former Dec. the latter pursue. The hostile 
chieftain* fiud tbeir death citlier at the gates of 'riches 
the flight (141-3). Adrastns alone escapes. The 1' 
clow; of the combat occur in the night (103). 
day Creon orxkrs that the body of Etcocles be buried ([23-30), ami 
that of Polyniccs be given as a prey to dogs rind vultures. 

lu Uie earliest times the denial of burial rites to enemies was 
not wholly unknown, and was not held to be an offence; still, 
even in Uie Iliad a irncc is made with Uic Trojans, tliat they may 
bury their slain. Achillea, loo, docs not carry out his threat 
agaiost Hector ; the gods pvotcct Hector's corpse and give aid in 
its burreodcr. In Utc progress of civilization, Uk sentiment 
towards tlic dead became still more lender. Wo finrt thut among 
the Athenians tl*c saercdoosa of the duty of burial was early 
inculcated. Solon decreed tbat if any one should fiud a corpse 
imburicd, he must at least strew dust over it; and while he 
released childrcu from other duties toward a parent who should 
urge them to commit certain wrongs, from the duty nf burial he 
granted in no case release. A la* of Oisthcncs made tlw dc- 
march accountable, under heavy penalties, for the interment of 
iiitburfed corpses. Public enemies also were shown the last. Iionor, 
as in the case of U« Persians after the battle of Marathon 
(<k xivrm* oau>y &i4>f*nrov vipw yr} tptyat. Pans. J I, 32, 4). 
Xerxes hail the Spartans that fell at Thermopylae buried- Tliat 
the bodies of those who fell in the naval battle of An inusac were 
not collected and given burial riles brought the penalty of death 
upon six Athenian commanders. The tragedians especially tench 
the sacrcdness of the duty of burial, from which there is no re- 
lease, and represent it as an ancient and universal Hellenic cus- 
tom, 'flic ouly limitation of this custom seems to have been the 
notvm 'BW'jvw vofHK, which forbade interment within tAt borders of 
their native land of sacrilegious persons and of traitors who had 
borne arms against their fellow-citizens, (See Visschcr, Jlheiu. 
-tfw*. A*, xx. 445 IT.) — But agaiDst this practic; the moral 
sense of the people grow gradually more aad more repugnant; 
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I>TK01)L'CH0K. 



nud here lies the source of the 
the sternness of the civil law, 



the citadel of Thebes- The tlrs 
parts of Antigone, Tircsias. and 



agonist) 



conflict id our tragedy between 
which Crcou seeks to maintain 



willi the energy of a ruler who tcts great store by his authority, 
and the kindness of the higher m< r.i) sense, which makes the burial 
of the dead the inviolable duty of tbe nearest kinsmen. (Scunckte- 
win's Jotrod. *th cd. p. Stf.) 

The play begins at early daitn (100). The stage represents 
the open square in the front of He royal palace upon the Cadmca, 



actor (Protagonist) played the 
Eurydice; the second (Dcutcr- 
of Istnene, Hacmon, the Guard, and the Herald; the 
third (Tritagonist) , that of Croon. Contrary to the usual cos- 
torn, the Chorub is oot of the same ajje and sex with the chief 
character of the play, whoroas irJ the Elect™, e.g., friendly yonug 
women constitute the Chorus; but, because the deed of Antigone 
touches the welfare of the Stati , since she has disregarded the 
decree of the rightful ruler of land, there stands between her 
sod Creon a Chorus of fifteen r iprescutativcs of the most influ- 
ential and voncrable Thcbans, wl*o t through three successire 
reigns (165 ft*.), have proved themselves peaceful and obedient 
subjects and discreet citizens, t< whom peace and good govern- 



ment are of the- fust imporWuce 
p. 27.) 



(Schncidcwiu's Introd. 7tli ed. 
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IT. 



REVIEW OF THE PLAT. 



In tragedy the hero cither contends ;i gainst tlic right, and 
thereby comes to destruction without accomplishing his purpose, 
or he cliampions tuc right, ami directly or indirectly keen res its 
triumph nt tltc cost, it may Ik, of suffering, ;uul clco of his 
own death. In the Antigen* the heroine is n roprcsentiUve of 
the latter class. Divine law is superior io human law, — this is 
the central thought of the play. Antigone contends for this prin- 
ciple ; public bcntimcnt decides in her favor (G92-1700) ; the 
gods, through the lips of the seer (10G4-73), approve bcr pur* 
|W">c ; Crcon, her adversary', finally acknowledges his wrong (I2G1- 
7C), and executes Iter wishes (1100 If.). She dies in the cod- 
scioiisucss of duty discharged, highly extolled and tenderly beloved. 
Crcon lives, bereaved, accursed by his dearest ones, a heart- 
broken man. As absolute ruler, lie had the .right indeed to 
dispose of the dead as well as of the living (214), bi t the man- 
dates of religion forbade his exercising this right. It was not 
fof him to command what was impious, to abuse his authority in 
such a way as lo throw down the safeguards of divine institutions. 
Granted that Crcon had a right to deny burial within the bounds 
0/ his native land to I'olyuices, on the score of being a traitor, 
be disregarded tltc rights of the gods Mow, and violated the dic- 
tates of a common nud liumauc sentiment, by commanding that 
bis body lie given as a prey lo dogs. For whoever wis laid low 
id death was rightfully claimed by the infernal gods ; mid the 
shades i>f the departed could cot rest happily in tbo realm of 

1 remains, 
proclaims 



Hades until the last honors had been paid to their inortr 
It is not in a spirit of wantonness surely that Creoi 
bis decree, but ns the result of short-sighted ne&s aW failure 



to weigh carefully all the circumstances (I242-G'J). 



The poet 
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represents bin 
Xciyrfiwi lays 



HEV1EW OF THR PLAY. 7 

as h man who, resolved ruf <yn'<7r*o* <I»t«/#<u /6ov 
Idown for liis guidance certain principles which he 
» determined i igidly lo obey, but by the narrow-minded nod pas- 
siouatc application of which he fulls into afjcvXta. (Schncidewin, 
p. 26.) Wbei bis command has been disobeyed, his mind, wholly 
possessed by tie consciousness of his supreme authority, becomes 
the more embittered tbc more be hears the timid utterances of 
the Chorus, the counter argument* *>' Antigone and of her more 
submissive sister, of his own son, nod finally of the revered sect. 
He expresses he sentiments of a despot (607 , 738), insults the 
Chorus (281), dciidet Antigone (524), and cherishes unfounded 
nnd rash suspicion agaiust nil, — against Ismcnc (488), against a 
part of the citizens (290), against the venerable Tircsias (1035) , 
he cannot from the outset imagine any other motive for the viola- 
tion of bis edia tlmu the basest of all, bribery (221). Although 
be becomes convinced of the innocence of Ismene, he nevertheless 
causes her also] to be arrested (570), and in a moment of passion 
(769) orders In r to be led forth to die with her sister. His anger 



impels him to 



indulge iu extravagant expressions (486, 668) aud 



in threats of useless cruelty, ns, for example, that he will compel 
hit. son to witness the execution of his betrothed (760). Finally 
he loses his scllj- control completely, he slanders tbe prophet (1055), 
nod blasphemes the gods (780, 1040) . Not until he hears pro*, 
claimed the dieadful vengeance of heaven, about to fall upou 
him and bis b>use, docs he bow in submission. And tbe more 
stubborn and 1 'iolcot be was before, the more completely does be 
now find hintse ( crushed by misfortune. The mighty bkms smite 
him one by oi c : bis soo's fury, that renders him oblivious of 
filial piety, his son's death, tbe death of bis own wife, her curse. 
Despairing, overwhelmed, full of bitter self-reproach, in death 
alone he sees elease. The attendants support him and lead him 
away, broken in body as well at- in mind. 

The counterpart of Crcon is Antigone, who is resolved from the 
first to honor tie gods and to discharge her duty to her brother at 
any cost. Had it not always and everywhere been incumbent 
upon tbo nearist relatives to provide the funeral rites? That her 
sister is not willing to join her in this task seems to her a flagrant 
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KVIKW OF THE PLAY. 

violation of sacred obligation. She treats her harshly and with 
scorn. Having accomplished tbc deed, Antigone makes no attempt 
to escape tbc bands Pf those appointed to seize the perpetrators. 
She comes before Crcoa, in the proud consciousness of doing right, 
filled will) contempt for the man who will not grant the dead his 
rightful repose. This accounts for the harshness of her manner 
towards |iiu> abjo. His threats do not frighten her; with calm 
deliberation she had from the fust looked the consequences of bcr 
conduct squarely in the face. But that she Itas real)}' made a 
sacrifice, that lite ha: some value in her eyes, becomes apparent 



when she goes to her 
typed figures, but hi 



stands before Creoti 
duty to lier brother. 



loath. Sophocles docs not represent stereo- 
man beings. So long as Antigone has to 
act. she b animated by her sense of duty; but now she fcols the 
full terror of tlic preumtiire death to which she has been so unjustly 
■widrmucd. Now first she realizes that she has sacrificed her 
nlTcctioua also upon ho altar of duty. Trior ty the fulfdment of 
her task, there is no i itiraatioo of Iter love for Haemon, no waver- 
ing. Unlike the nnHlcm playwright. Sophocles docs not mix 
motives ; he makes sii glc-niiudcd characters. Even when Antigone 

she is still inspired by a single thought, bcr 
The dead body might ngaiu be uncovered, 
as it had been before jy the gnaul, at the command of Crcon ; but 
bcr pride forbade nay attempt to soften Ins heart by an allusion to 
his son. Nor was there any consideration of personal iulerests 
and favor, but simply of justice mid hallowed law. )hit when 
there is nothing more left her in this life to do, then she laments 
that she is not to share in the marriage hymn, that she must 
depart nnwedded. llcre she shows herself a woman. No sooner, 
however, docs she enter the sepulchral prison than bcr energy is 
aroused anew. Sbe waits not for famine to waste her away, hut 
herself cuts at once the thread of life. 

Sbe is a maiden of heroic type, in action strong, in speech often 
sharp. But tbc Greek ideal of a woman is not represented alone 
by a Penelope, that uncomplaining sufferer. This we may learo 
from the truest ideals of womanhood, the goddesses; for the an- 
cients fashioned their divinities after their own image. Take, for 
example, the virgin gbddtsa Athene, who U n warrior. Her stat- 
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